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BRO-R1: Regional Water Board staff met with Bridgeport Ranchers 
Organization (BRO) members on March 12, 2012 to discuss this and 
other concerns.  By mutual agreement, the Water Board hearing for  the 
proposed adoption of the grazing waiver was delayed three months—
from April 2012 to the July 2012 Water Board meeting.  After revising the 
tentative waiver in response to BRO and other commenter concerns, a 
second tentative waiver was issued May 4, 2012 with comments due 
June 4, 2012.  Another meeting of Water Board staff and BRO members 
was held May 31, 2012 to arrive at a mutually agreeable approach to 
address key issues of concern in the 2

nd
 tentative waiver.  Agreed-upon 

changes to the 2
nd

 tentative waiver are reflected in the proposed grazing 
waiver.   

BRO-R2:  The 1975 Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the 
North Lahontan Basin applied the 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water 
quality objective to ten water bodies, including the East Walker River 
which is in the Bridgeport Valley.  The 20 fecal coliform per 100 mL water 
quality objective was extended to the rest of the Region in the 1995 Basin 
Plan update.   Based on concerns about the applicability of the 20 fecal 
coliform per 100 mL water quality objective for areas with historic 
agricultural beneficial uses, such as the Bridgeport Valley, Water Board 
staff began conducting studies on both fecal coliform and E. coli covering 
a wide range of land use types in the region, including agriculture, to 
develop scientifically defensible standards that address these concerns.  
These efforts are given in more detail in Finding No. 5 of the proposed 
grazing waiver.   
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BRO-R3:  Another 30-day public comment period was given for the 
second tentative draft grazing waiver issued on May 4, 2012 until June 4, 
2012. Consequently, the Water board hearing was delayed three months 
to July 2012 and a grazing workshop was scheduled for the July 2012 
Water Board meeting.   



Comments Response 

 

 



 


